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AMERICAN ART FINDS ITSELF 


For more than aycentury and a half, in fact, 
ever since 1763, when Benjamin West, patri- 
arch of American art, took ship to London, the 
painter of the United States has fought for 
recognition of his talent. He asked not merely 
to be accepted as an American of extraordinary 
gifts in painting, but as an American painter— 
an artist of distinctively native genius. 
Handicaps innumerable cropped up to frus- 
trate this ambition. The first of these was 
the undeniable influence of his environment. 
All of the artists who betook themselves 
abroad were smothered by the schools in which 
they studied, the masters under whom they 
served their artistic apprenticeship, the uncon- 
sciously exerted effect of their Gabitat and the 
departed recollections of their own home. Now 
and again, a master like Gilbert Stuart broke 
away from this blanketing of purely American 
gifts, but the great majority were absorbed by 
the countries in which they made their homes. 
Another impediment to native expression 
was the fact that the opportunity for the bur- 
geoning of artistic skill was impossible because 
of the poverty of culture in this new land. 
With the dangers that then menaced at every 
hand this re ae cultural training is easy to 
understand, 


However, as the American progressed here 
and abroad—and indicated that strong indi- 
viduality that has been his mark ever since— 

re arose a new obstacle. The painters 
in the countries of established training and 
traditions found their prestige menaced by the 
Vigorous and distinguished newcomers in the 
field of art. Jealousy and envy combined with 
alien resentment to keep the American obscure. 
His achievements were viewed with a certain 
condescension, his trumphs disparaged and his 
survival discouraged. 

Time wore away the other impediments, 
but the last continued until recently, until, in 
fact, the last few years. It was only the other 
day that the American painter, freed from the 
inhibitions of other countries, confident of his 
own power and vision, asserted himself in de- 
fiance to European artists. 

Today he stands upon his own feet, gives 
thanks to no country but his own, and chal- 
lenges the world. 


_ With American art at this turning point it 
45 a matter of congratulation that the Gallery 
of Fine Arts is able to offer in its painting ex- 
hibition, such a notable group of masters. 


AMERICAN PAINTERS AND 
PAINTINGS 


GEORGE BELLOWS, born Columbus, O., 
Aug. 12, 1882. Pupil of Maratta, Jay Ham- 
bidge and Henri in New York. Member of 
the National Academy. 


Awards. Hallgarten prize, National Acad- 
emy of Design 1908; Sesnan medal, Pennsyl- 
vania Academy of Fine Arts 1913; first Hall- 
garten prize, National Academy of Design 
1913; honorable mention, Carnegie Institute, 
Pittsburgh 1913; third medal, Carnegie Insti- 
tute, Pittsburgh 1914; Maynard prize National 
Academy of Dek 1914; gold medal, Pan- 
ama-Pacific Exposition 1915; Harris bronze 
medal, Art Institute of Chicago 1916; Isador 
medal, National Academy of Design 1916; 
Temple Medal, Pennsylvania Academy of Fine 
Arts, 1917; landscape prize, Newport Art As- 
sociation 1918; Beck gold medal, Pennsylvania 
Academy of Fine Arts 1921; Logan medal, Art 
Institute of Chicago 1923. 


Portrait of My Mother. 
Emma in Purple Dress. 
Old Lady of 1860. 
Introducing John L. Sullivan. 
Bull and Horse. 
Campfire. 
Hudson at Saugerties. 
Cooper’s Place. 
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LEON KROLL, born New York, December 
6, 1884. Pupil in the Art Students League 
and National Academy of Design, New York, 
and of Laurens in Paris. Associate in the 
National Academy. 


PIA NE 


Awards. Porter prize, Salmagundi_ Club 
1914; bronze medal, Panama-Pacific Exposi- 
tion 1915; Logan prize, Art Institute of Chi- 
cago 1919; Purchase prize, Art Institute of 
Chicago 1919; first prize, Wilmington Society 
of Fine Arts 1921; Clarke prize, National 
Academy of Design 1921. 

9. In the Hills. 

10. Nude. 

11. Portrait of Leo Ornstein. 

12. Full Blossom. 

13. Still Life-Tulips. 

14. Spanish Girl. 

15. Sunday Morning. 

16. Orchardside. 
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ERNEST LAWSON, born in California, 
1873. Studied in Kansas City, Art Students 
League of New York, and in Paris. Member 
of National Academy. 

Awards, Silver medal, St. Louis Exposi- 
tion 1904; Sesnan medal, Pennsylvania Acad- 
emy of Fine Arts 1907; gold medal American 
Art Society Philadelphia 1907; first Hallgarten 
prize, National Academy of Design 1908; gold 
medal Panama-Pacific Exposition 1915; Alt- 
man prize National Academy of Design 1916; 
second W. A, Clark prize and Corcoran silver 
medal, 1916; Innes gold medal National Acad- 
emy of Design 1917; Temple gold medal, 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts 1920; 
Altman prize, National Academy of Design 
1921; first prize Pittsburgh International Ex- 
hibition 1921. 

17. Chicken Run. 

18. The Little Lake. 

19. Harlem River. 

20. New Hampshire Hills. 

21. Summer Evening. 

22. Old Barn. 

23. Storm Clouds. 

24. Sea Gulls. 

24a. Winter. Loaned by Mr. F. Howald. 
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GEORGE LUKS, born Williamsport, Pa., 
1867. Pupil of the Pennsylvania Academy of 
Fine Arts and Dusseldorf Academy. Studied 
in Paris and London. 

Awards. Fourth W. A. Clark prize and 
Corcoran honorable mention 1916; Hudnut 
prize, New York Water Color Club 1916; 
Temple gold medal, Pennsylvania Academy 
of Fine Arts 1918; Logan medal, Art Insti- 
tute of Chicago 1920. 


25. New Year’s Shooter. 
26. Old London Bus Driver. 
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CHARLES ROSEN, born Westmoreland 
Co., Pa., 1878. Pupil of National Academy 
of Design and New York School of Art under 
Chase, Du Mond and F. C. Jones. Instructor 
Art School of Columbus Gallery of Fine Arts. 
Member of the National Academy. 

Awards. Third Hallgarten prize, National 
Academy of Design 1910; first Hallgarten 
prize National Academy of Design 1912; Shaw 
purchase prize, Salmagundi Club 1914; hon- 
orable mention, Carnegie Institute in Pitts- 
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burgh 1914; silver medal Panama-Pacific Ex- 
position 1915; Inness gold medal, National 
Academy of Design 1916; Altman prize medal, 
National Academy of Design 1916. 

27. The Gray River. 

28. From Shore to Shore. 

29. Broad Street Bridge. 

30. The Bridge. 

31. Icebound River. 
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EUGENE SPEICHER, born Buffalo, N. Y., 
1883. Studied in Buffalo, New York and 
Europe. Associate in the National Academy, 


Awards. Proctor prize, National Academy 
of Design 1911; Isidor portrait prize, Salma- 
gundi Club 1913; third Hallgarten prize, Na- 
tional Academy of Design 1914; first Hallgar- 
ten prize National Academy of Design 1915; 
silver medal Panama-Pacific Exposition 1915; 
Beck gold medal Pennsylvania Academy of 
Fine Arts 1920; third class medal, Carnegie 
Institute in Pittsburgh 1921; second medal 
Carnegie Institute in Pittsburgh 1923. 


32. Portrait of Joseph A. Jeffrey. 


AMERICAN SCULPTURE 


In 1876, when the Centennial Exposition was 
held in this country, the sculpture exhibition 
revealed a pitiful crudeness in American plastic 
art. The bulk of it was stamped with medi- 
ocrity; the best of it was made by American 
self-exiles to Europe and the continent. Ar- 
tists are essentially cruel in their judgments 
of their own shortcomings and it was shame- 
fully admitted that our native sculptors were 
far behind the procession of the world. 

A full century has passed since the birth of 
American sculpture. With the creation of the 
new republic and the erection of new public 
buildings workers in stone and bronze were 
given their first opportunity. Among the 
early encouragements were those of Thomas 
Jefferson, who did not hesitate to send Ameri- 
can sculptors abroad to acquire technique in 
their art. However, the enthusiasm ebbed, 
but its complete recession was not noted until 
the Centennial Exposition. 

American pride was humbled but not sub- 
dued. After the public exhibition of the weak- 
ness of sculpture the native artist awoke to a 
new consciousness with the result that in the 
seventeen years that followed, American sculp- 
pk lod Je = = fon was se a that 

levelo; lohn Quincy Adams Ward, Augus- 

tus St. Gaudens cal Daniel Chester Fred 
When the curtain parted for the Columbian 
Exposition in 1893, America had gained a pre- 
eminent place in sculptural art. 

A new generation of sculptors, imbued with 
the hope and progress created by this bril- 
liant galaxy, has grown up and in this later 
group is Erwin F. Frey, whose work is pre- 
sented here this month. 

Mr. Frey left his home city to study sculp- 
ture in Cincinnati under Barnhorn and from 
there he went to the Art Students’ League in 
New York, where he had the good fortune to 
work under J. E. Fraser. : 

Perhaps his greatest good fortune was the 
opportunity to work with Herbert Adams, one 
of our contemporary geniuses and with Mrs. 
Louis St. Gaudens in Cornish, New Hamp- 
shire. After that he journeyed to Paris and 
1915 finds him back in this country at the 
Panama-Pacific Exposition. 

He now is in Columbus as one of the fac- 
ulty of the Art School of the Columbus Gal- 
lery of Fine Arts. 


Honorable Men 


NNESSE Erwin F. Frey 


m in the 1923 Salon of the 


Societe Artistes Francaise. 


WORKS IN THE EXHIBITION 


Head, Mateo. 
Group—Madonna. 


Sketch for La Jeunesse. 


Sketch for Portrait. 
graph of La Jeunesse 
or Madonna. 


HAND MADE LACE 


LOANED BY 
RESIDENTS OF COLUMBUS 


It is an old saying, “Lace makes the race.” 

Each country has its own distinctive handi- 
work in this delicate fabric and frequently 
within these countries are various individual 
types of lacework, as different from the major 
pattern as dialects are different from the pa- 
rent language. 

The origin of lace goes back to the instinct 
of the primeval man to plait the first ropes. 
With each development of civilization has 
come new refinements of the skill until finally 
textures of gossamer fineness, of frothlike ap- 
pearance, and of superlative design have been 
evolved. 

It is the rare fortunateness of the Gallery 
of Fine Arts to have assembled, through the 
generosity of Columbus citizens, an exhibition 
of such scope, variety and quality. We ac- 
knowledge our indebtedness to the following 
ladies who have made this exhibition: 

Mrs. O. W. Aldrich. . ...87 West Third Ave, 

Mrs. G. W. Beebe .1656 Greenway Ave. 

Mrs. Nena Calvo. . 87 West Third Ave. 

496 West State St. 

S81 Cypress Ave. 

1 Sherwood Road, Bexley 
-Third and Whittier Sts. 
Mrs. R. E. Griess.... 3916 N. High St. 

Mrs. Edgar M. Hatton.... Hotel Normandie 

Miss Mary Hutchinson - Hotel Seneca 

Mrs. Howard Jenkins .197 N. lith St., Newark, O. 
Miss Nellie Kellar. Reynoldsburg, O. 

Miss Josephine Klipp: E. Town St. 

Mrs. Edith L. Kendall. v Fourth St. 
Miss Lena Pollman.... 
Mrs. F. A. Ray... 


Granville, O. 


Mrs. C. O. Sanders........ 197 Lexington Ave. 
Mrs. Georgia Gault Southard. 94 N. Ohio Ave. 
Mrs. E. W. Stimmel....... 510 Chileott Ave. 


AN APPRECIATION 


The Board of Trustees of the Gallery 
of Fine Arts wishes to make public _ac- 
knowledgment of its debt to the Ohio 
State Journal, the Columbus Dispatch 
and The Citizen for the assistance given 


by each of these papers toward the suc- 
cess of its exhibitions. Not only is the 
continued progress of the Gallery due, 
in great measure, to this co-operation, 
but the repeated successes of the local 
shows is attributable entirely to the gen- 
erous help of the newspapers. 
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ART NUMBER OF TOWN LIFE 


The cover of the current number of 
Town Life was designed by Mary Ann 
Lind, a student in the Art School of the 
Gallery. The December issue shows also 
two other student designs submitted in 
competition for the monthly prize. The 


magazine has an illustrated article on 
Bruce Wilder Saville’s work and a discus- 
sion of modern American painting. 
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LOOKING AHEAD 


A demonstration of the diversity of the 
exhibitions scheduled for the year by the Gal- 
lery of Fine Arts is afforded in the announce- 
ment for January. For this month will be 
shown craft work in silver and copper. Added 
Significance is given to this news by the fact 
that the craftwork is all American made. 

History and progress alike are involved in 
this new exhibition. The lack of skill had 
been nationally deplored, but little had been 
done to obviate the lack until the World War. 
Then, overnight, the United States found itself 
cut off from the workmen of Europe. With 
the natural resource of our nation the artist 
and artisan combined and out of this com- 
munity of effort grew a new and beautiful art. 
The strides that have been made since that 
time may be witnessed in this exhibition. 

The field of local exhibition has not been 
neglected in scheduling this exhibition. On 
the contrary, a greater opportunity is given 
for the Columbus citizen to respond as he 
or she has to the previous showings of 
locally-owned art objects. 

The Gallery will welcome for the ene | 
month the temporary loan of antiques in al 
metals and will lift the bar on their national 
origin. In other words, it is recognized that 
few of these antiques are American made, so 
the Gallery will be glad to receive those that 
were made in Europe. 

The combination of these two exhibitions 
ought to mark another milestone in the on- 
ward steps of the Gallery. Thus far, since 
the season opened in October each month has 
given evidence of wider and more attentive 
interest. ‘The month just closed has been one 
of the most successful in Gallery history. 

You can do your share toward making the 
month of January noteworthy. One means 
is to bring to the Gallery for exhibition such 
crafts antiques as you may own; the other is 
to induce your friends to share your interest 
in the Gallery. If you will co-operate the 
Gallery will advance without retardation to 
the goal toward which it aspires. 


CLUB MEETINGS IN GALLERY 


Columbus Art League December 6 
American Institute of Architects, 


Columbus Chapter ___.December 10 
Kamekathian Literary Club, 
December 13 
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